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complete method of sewage treatment. Both merely aim
to remove the heavier solids so that what remains in the
sewage may be the more readily disposed of by dilution or
in some other way.

Then there are various schemes of sewage treatment by
sedimentation. This consists in passing the sewage through (2) by sedi-
reservoirs or basins where its flow is delayed long enough mentatian:
to allow the solid matter to subside or drop to the bottom,
where it forms a "sludge." This settling process may be
hastened by the use of chemicals. Lime is commonly used
for the purpose, but salts of iron or other chemicals which
form a flocculent precipitate will serve. London disposes
of its sewage by this process of chemical precipitation; the
"sludgen is taken out to sea and dumped overboard; the
effluent goes into the Thames, where the oxidizing power of
the great tidal volume is depended upon to render it ulti-
mately harmless. Worcester and Providence afford ex-
amples of the same process in this country.

An objectionable feature of the sedimentation process is
the difficulty of handling the sludge; hence there was de~ (3) by the
vised a plan of storing the sewage in what have been com-
monly known as septic tanks> the purpose being to secure a
reduction in the quantity of the sludge by decomposition*
The original tanks or reservoirs of this type did not prove
satisfactory because the decomposing sludge gave rise to
foul odors. Accordingly improvements were made to per-
mit sedimentation in one compartment of the tank and the
decomposition of the sludge in another. Two-story tanks
of this sort; known as Emscher or Imhoff tanks, are widely
used in Germany and to some extent in the United States.
The sludge that remains in the septic tanks must be cleaned
out from time to time.

Another method of treating sewage Is to dispose of it
upon land provided for the purpose and not used for culti-
vation.   There are three ways of  doing this.   The first filtration.
one; known as intermittent sand filtration, consists in apply-